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Welcome from Francine Read
Dear Friends of VOICES,
We are excited to announce the VOICES Lectures 2021 will be VIRTUAL 
through June, 2021, including the finale for our 2019 season with 
Valarie Kaur. This decision is based on the limitations of COVID. 
For all our current subscribers for 2021, thank you for sticking with us 
and for the feedback about the VOICES Reunion Tour. You like it!! The 
Tour brings back some of our favorite speakers in a casual format using 
ZOOM. 
FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS, we have a great offer for you. Buy the 
VOICES 2021 Virtual Season (4 exciting new events) and you get access 
to all 7 interviews offered on the VOICES Reunion TOUR. This is 11 
Zoom events with world class women for the subscription rate of only 
$179 which is about $16 an event.
For our PATRON SUBSCRIBERS: We offer you the VOICES Zoom 
Reception. We welcome you to a special gathering online to talk 
with our speakers. Just like our patron receptions of the past, it is a 
special time to see virtually other subscribers, ask a question or share a 
thought. Missing are the chocolate chip cookies. For this we are deeply 
sorry. 
For any subscribers who do not have technology for Zoom, we offer you 
a credit for a future live series though we don’t know when or if this will 
happen. 
We all look forward to the time we can meet in person, laugh, hug and 
share a beverage. Until this storm has past, stay well and safe. 
Sincerely,
Francine Read

Francine B. Read, President
Francine@voicesinc.com  503.631.7477

Sponsored by:
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Presented by:

Top, Kohlbush & Hoem LLP
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mailto:Francine%40voicesinc.com?subject=
https://www.key.com/personal/index.jsp%3Fkey%3Dcom


VOICES
Reunion Tour

About VOICES
In 1993, Francine Read founded VOICES, INC., 
creating the VOICES Lecture Series in Portland, 
Oregon, a multi-evening series filled with 
insight, entertainment and intelligent talk. 

Over the years the series has featured the 
world’s most interesting women and many 
of the hottest women speakers on the circuit 
today. It is not a woman’s issues forum but 
a series that addresses a wonderful array of 
issues as seen from women’s perspectives. Both 
women and men are welcome to participate.

ANNIE GRIFFITHS
Thursday, January 14, 2021 – 11am 
PST
Annie is an award-winning National 
Geographic Photographer and the 
Founder and Executive Director of 
Ripple Effect Images. One of the first 
women photographers to work for 
National Geographic, Annie Griffiths 
has photographed on every continent 
during her illustrious career. In addition 
to her magazine work, Annie is deeply 
committed to photographing for aid 
organizations around the world. She is 
the Executive Director of Ripple Effect 
Images, a collective of photographers 
who document the programs that are 
empowering women and girls in the 
developing world, especially as they 
deal with the devastating effects of 
climate change. Annie’s work has also 
appeared in LIFE, Geo, Smithsonian, 
Fortune, Merian, Stern, and many other 
publications. 

Annie is currently at work on three new 
books.

The cost is $10 if you are not a 
subscriber to VOICES 2021. 

VOICES Reunion Tour Season
This option is to subscribe to the TOUR 
for the full season of Zoom events if 
you do not renew for the VOICES 2021 
Season.

Annie Griffiths 
FINALE 

PRESENTATION

CLICK TO ORDER

http://www.voicesinc.com


2021 
Speaker 
Schedule

Founder of Sseko 
Designs

Virtual Programming using ZOOM

Revolutionary civil 
rights activist

VOICES
LECTURES

Zainab Salbi
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 • 7:30pm

Freedom is an Inside Job: Owning 
Our Darkness and Our Light to Heal 

Ourselves and The World

Lisa Genova
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 • 7:30pm
An Evening with Lisa Genova

Liz Forkin Bohannon   
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 • 7:30pm
Beginner’s Pluck: Build Your Life of 
Purpose, Passion and Impact Now

Dr. Cady Coleman
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 • 7:30pm

A Sense of Mission: Leadership 
Lessons from Space

Former NASA 
astronaut and veteran 
of two Space Shuttle 
missions

Neuroscientist and New 
York Times bestselling 

author of multiple books 
including Still Alice and 

Remember to be released 
March 2021

The Northwest’s Foremost Women’s Lecture Series

Due to COVID-19, Valarie Kaur, the finale for VOICES 2019-2020, has been rescheduled to June 2, 
2021. This event is for subscribers of that season only. Individual tickets are available online.

Activist, documentary 
filmmaker, lawyer, educator, 

faith leader and founder 
of the Revolutionary Love 

Project

Valarie Kaur
Wednesday, June 2, 2021 • 7:30pm
Revolutionary Love: The Call of 
Our Times
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Bestselling 
author, TV host 
and founder of 
Women for 
Women 
International
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An Evening with 
Lisa Genova

Lisa Genova
Bestselling author

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2021

Dear Subscribers,

I am excited to speak with you VIRTUALLY on 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021, 7:30 pm PST about my 
brand new book, REMEMBER.  

Have you ever felt a crushing wave of panic when you 
can’t for the life of you remember the name of that 
actor in the movie you saw last week, or you walk into 
a room only to forget why you went there in the first 
place? We’re going to delve into how memories are 
made, how we retrieve them, and why we forget them. 
You’ll learn whether forgotten memories are temporarily 
inaccessible or erased forever and why some memories 
are built to exist for only a few seconds (like a passcode) 
while others can last a lifetime (your wedding day). 
You’ll come to appreciate the clear distinction between 
normal forgetting (where you parked your car) and 
forgetting due to Alzheimer’s (that you own a car). 
And you’ll see how memory is profoundly impacted by 
meaning, emotion, sleep, stress, and context. 

Once we understand the language of memory and how 
it functions, its incredible strengths and maddening 
weaknesses, its natural vulnerabilities and potential 
superpowers, we can both vastly improve our ability 
to remember and feel less rattled when we inevitably 
forget. 

I hope you’ll join me for this exciting conversation!

Lisa Genova

Lisa Genova graduated valedictorian, summa 
cum laude from Bates College with a degree in 
Biopsychology and has a Ph.D. in Neuroscience 
from Harvard University. Acclaimed as the Oliver 
Sacks of fiction and the Michael Crichton of brain 
science, Lisa has captured a special place in 
contemporary fiction, writing stories that are equally 
inspired by Neuroscience and the human spirit. Her 
new book Remember is to be released in 2021.

Click here to watch a video 
about Lisa Genova

Story is a vehicle for conversation. Conversation fuels social change.

Lisa Genova

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twG4mr6Jov0&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twG4mr6Jov0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twG4mr6Jov0&feature=youtu.be


Freedom is an Inside 
Job: Owning Our 
Darkness and Our 
Light to Heal Ourselves 
and the World

Zainab Salbi
Bestselling author, TV host and founder of Women for Women International

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021

Click here to watch a video 
about Zainab Salbi

Dear Subscribers,

I am excited to be with you VIRTUALLY on Wednesday, 
March 3, 2021, to share with you my learning on How 
to Heal in a Time of Divide.  

I came to this learning not from a theoretical studies but 
from my own experience dealing with prejudice, insults, 
and discrimination. It is from the ashes of not only my 
pain but the pain of so many women I worked with from 
around the world that I have learned there is another 
way out, a productive way out, one that shows the 
triumph of hope over fear, and love over anger. 

If you are one who is longing to learn how to bridge, 
heal, and unite in a time that is ruptured by many 
divides, this is the place for you. I will share with you 
the meaning of safe space, how can we engage in 
real conversations without fear, how to show up with 
integrity. and how to pave the path for reconciliation 
within our families, our communities, our colleagues, 
and our country. 

Join me and I promise to share my heart felt learnings 
with you generously, and with love.

Zainab Salbi

Zainab Salbi is a humanitarian, author, and media 
personality originally from Iraq. She traces her 
journey from growing up in Saddam Hussein’s 
circle, to becoming known as “the Oprah of the 
Middle East.”

The single thing all women need in the world is inspiration, and inspiration comes from storytelling.

Zainab Salbi

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6MfGkxXInY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.voicesinc.com/ZSalbi.html
https://www.voicesinc.com/ZSalbi.html
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We’re cheering you on.  

Join our program. 
Visit key.com/key4women

Since 2005, Key4Women has been connecting, empowering, 
and advocating for female entrepreneurs and leaders just like you.

KeyBank is proud to support Voices.

  |  

Key.com is a federally registered service mark of KeyCorp. ©2018 KeyCorp. KeyBank is Member FDIC. 180814-448478

http://key.com/key4women


 
 
 
 
Amazing Women… 
Incredible Stories 
     

 
 

Graciela Gomez Cowger, Chief Executive Officer | Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 

Here in Portland, we love our “trailblazers.” No, not just the 
basketball team but the professionals who take on new 
challenges. That was the case for Graciela Gomez Cowger, 
who became not only the first woman CEO of the 
prominent Pacific Northwest law firm Schwabe, 
Williamson & Wyatt, but also its first official “CEO,” a new 
position that arose from the creation of the firm’s client-
centered strategic plan. As CEO, she focuses on carrying 
out the firm’s plan, using leadership skills honed 
through her career.  
 
A native of Mexico, Cowger came to the United States 
for college and started her career at Hewlett-Packard 
after earning her engineering degree from San Diego 
State University. She chose engineering because of its 
reputation as a solid career path with plentiful well-
paying jobs, but she soon realized she didn’t have the 
passion that others did and decided to pursue a career 
in law.  
 
After earning a law degree at the University of 
Washington, she realized her law and engineering 
background presented a potent combination and 
pursued work in intellectual property, an exciting way to 
use both her skills. She spent more than 20 years in the 
field, which she found fascinating because she had to 
constantly stay abreast of steep, rapid evolution in both 
disciplines. “I worked with inventors and innovators who 
were at the top of their game in their various fields,” she 
says, adding that fortunately she has always had a 
natural curiosity and love of learning.  
 
 

In 2015, Cowger joined Schwabe when it merged with 
the firm she established in 2007 resulting in an 
innovation powerhouse, and in 2017 was named CEO as 
the firm re-envisioned its structure and strategic 
positioning to operate more like their clients.  
 
“The legal field can be slow to change, but at Schwabe 
we embrace the belief that everything eventually 
changes so we might as well get on board,” she says.  
 
Throughout her career, Cowger says she has frequently 
felt like an “other” in almost every situation, as one of 
the few women in engineering and patent law, two 
fields that are also not particularly racially diverse. “You 
don’t always understand the cultural norms, and that 
can make you feel excluded, whether it’s true or not,” 
she says. Eventually she realized the sense of otherness 
was actually an advantage. “I see now how I can offer a 
broader perspective.” 

Cowger believes that balance is an elusive goal and 
striving for it can set you up for failure. Instead, she 
believes in making deliberate choices day after day. 
“Over time, if you’ve made enough of the right choices, 
you’ll end up positive overall. You have to take 
ownership and unapologetically craft your life the way 
you want it to be based on your values and your 
circumstances.” 
 
And that includes saying yes when opportunities 
present themselves. “As others have said, if someone 
offers you a ride on a rocket ship, you don’t turn them 
down,” Cowger says. “The worst case is you will end up 
with an interesting story.” 

http://www.key.com/key4women


10

Beginner’s Pluck: 
Build Your Life of 
Purpose, Passion, 
and Impact Now

Liz Forkin Bohannon
Founder of Sseko Designs

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021

Click here to watch a video 
about Liz Forkin Bohannon

Caroline Lee / Woodnote Photography

Dear Subscribers,

I am excited to speak with you VIRTUALLY on 
Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 7:30 pm PST. 

This has been a WILD ride we’ve all been on and I’m 
so honored to share a few things I’ve learned about 
learning, leading and loving during times of crisis. No 
time like now to channel your Beginner’s Pluck because 
we’re all just figuring it out as we go along.

Please join me.

Liz Forkin Bohannon

Mastery and expertise is not the goal of the leader but continual learning.

Liz Forkin Bohannon

 Liz Forkin Bohannon is the founder of Sseko 
Designs and the author the book Beginner’s 
Pluck: Build Your Life of Purpose, Passion 
and Impact Now. Sseko Designs is an ethical 
fashion brand that works to educate and 
empower women, providing employment and 
educational opportunities enabling women to 
continue their education and become leaders 
in their countries.

https://youtu.be/Pe26rgTDGd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pe26rgTDGd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pe26rgTDGd8
http://Click here to watch a video about Liz Forkin Bohannon


Oregon’s largest and most trusted source of local news. 
Support great journalism and subscribe to your 

community newspaper today.

 Call 503-620-9797

5000
Local Stories
Every Month.

https://portlandtribune.com/


A Sense of Mission: 
Leadership Lessons 
from Space

Dr. Cady Coleman
Former NASA astronaut and veteran of two Space Shuttle missions

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 2021

Click here to watch a video 
about Dr. Coleman

Dear Subscribers,

I am so thrilled to be part of the VOICES 
Lectures VIRTUALLY on Wednesday, April 28, 
2021 at 7:30 pm PST. 

As an astronaut, I’m no stranger to distance. 
Having lived on the International Space Station 
for almost 6 months AND commuted for 26 
years in my career and family life, I understand 
the critical importance of finding ways to 
connect with people across distances. I look 
forward to sharing some of my stories and 
strategies – from space, from around the world 
and, of course, from home.  

Please join us: we bring the world together by 
sharing our stories.

Cady ColemanCatherine Grace “Cady” Coleman is an American 
chemist, a former United States Air Force colonel, 
and a retired NASA astronaut. She is a veteran of two 
Space Shuttle missions, and departed the International 
Space Station on May 23, 2011, as a crew member of 
Expedition 27 after logging 159 days in space.

We’re learning about Mars because we’re going there.

Dr. Cady Coleman

https://youtu.be/2GhJ6CTDEoM
https://www.ted.com/talks/cady_coleman_what_it_s_like_to_live_on_the_international_space_station?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare&utm_source=Colleges%2FUniversity+January+2017&utm_campaign=36bdcd1895-Rebrand+Email+October+16%2C+2019_COPY_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d7b4e93561-36bdcd1895-86408421
https://www.ted.com/talks/cady_coleman_what_it_s_like_to_live_on_the_international_space_station?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare&utm_source=Colleges%2FUniversity+January+2017&utm_campaign=36bdcd1895-Rebrand+Email+October+16%2C+2019_COPY_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d7b4e93561-36bdcd1895-86408421
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Revolutionary 
Love: The Call of 
Our Times

Valarie Kaur
Civil rights activist

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2021

Click here to watch a video 
about Valarie Kaur

Forgiveness is not forgetting. Forgiveness is freedom from hate.

Valarie Kaur
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I am excited to be a part of the VOICES Lectures 
VIRTUAL Finale on Wednesday, June 2, 2021 
at 7:30 pm PST! 

See No Stranger is my life’s work. It is my 
deepest offering, from my heart to yours. I 
wrote this book for us — for all of us who feel 
breathless in this moment as we are grieving 
and raging and bleeding and fighting and 
showing up for the people in our lives, in 
the streets, and at the polls. I believe our 
breathlessness is a sign of our bravery. It means 
that we are awake to a world in transition. This 
book is a guide for laboring for justice with love. 
Michelle Alexander calls the book “a moral 
compass for our time.” 

I can’t wait to share this time together. I want us 
to last. I want you to last. May this offering put 
breath in your body.  

Valarie Kaur

Valarie Kaur is an American activist, documentary 
filmmaker, lawyer, educator, and faith leader. 
She is the founder of the Revolutionary Love 
Project. Kaur’s debut book, See No Stranger: A 
Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love, was 
published in June 2020.

Due to COVID-19, the finale for VOICES 
2019-2020 has been rescheduled 
to June 2, 2021. This event is for 
subscribers of that season only. 
Individual tickets are available online.

https://youtu.be/5ErKrSyUpEo?t=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ErKrSyUpEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ErKrSyUpEo


Portland’s largest non-profit women’s leadership organization.

Let WCL help you with your leadership journey. 
womenscenterforleadership.org/upcomingevents

THE WORLD IS WAITING 
FOR GREAT LEADERS.

http://www.womenscenterforleadership.org/upcomingevents
http://www.cpalmedia.com


Offering Natural Anti-Aging

Now offering:

   Cosmetic acupuncture

   Micro-needling

   Nano-needling

   LED therapy

Call or email to discuss 
your needs, or to make 
an appointment.

info@weissmandental.com
503.274.2222

Dr. Weissman is one of the 
most thorough dentists I’ve 
been seen. She’s a great 
teacher and I feel confident 
that she’s doing what is 
best for my oral health.

“Relationships matter at Weissman 
Dental. Supporting growing families 
and strengthening the well-being of 
patients at every stage of life provides 
the ultimate reward to our team.

Dr. Weissman has been practicing for 
over 25 years. She is serious when it 
comes to the dentistry she provides. 
At Weissman Dental we use innovative 
techniques, materials, and technology to 
provide first-class treatment.

At Weissman Dental, we’re different...
and we love what that means for our 
patients!

Quality. Integrity. 
Superior Care.

Click here for 
more info

http://www.nourishingmedicine.com 
mailto:info%40weissmandental.com?subject=
https://www.weissmandental.com/welcome/
http://www.weissmandental.com
https://www.weissmandental.com/welcome/
https://www.weissmandental.com/welcome/


Surround 
yourself with the 
beauty of the 
Pacific Northwest 
with one of my 
original illustations

CHRISTINE RAINS 
Graphic Design & Illustration 

xtine@imagina.com  503.705.6161  christinerains.com

Click here to 
order a print

Shop our new 
location
717 SW Alder 
Portland
503.226.0363

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK

paul schatz

     Raising the bar of quality and style for hair. 

 

 
Danielle 

503.313.9095 
 

d.richarbeautybiz@gmail.com 

@ Justin Hickox Studio 

621 SW Morrison Ste. 150 

Portland, OR 97205  

Raising the bar of quality and style for hair.

d.richarbeautybiz@gmail.com

Instagram         Facebook

mailto:xtine%40imagina.com?subject=
http://www.christinerains.com
https://society6.com/christinerains
https://society6.com/christinerains
http://www.zeldaspdx.com
https://www.instagram.com/d.richbiz/
https://www.facebook.com/drich.hairbiz/
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Linda Ellerbee, Sarah Brady, Geri Jewell, Cicely Tyson, Jehan Sadat, 
Dr. Helen Fisher, Faye Wattleton, Molly Ivins, Ellen Goodman, 
Leslie Abramson, Honorable Ann Richards, Kathy Buckley, Lesley Stahl, 
Geraldine Ferraro, Cathy Rigby, Liz Carpenter, Patricia Schroeder, 
Terry Gross, Isabel Allende, Lynn Sherr, Beverly Sills, Liz Curtis Higgs, 
Jane Alexander, Gloria Steinem, Susan Stamberg, Gail Sheehy, 
Eleanor Clift with Bay Buchanan, Anna Quindlen, Linda Wertheimer, 
Joan Rivers, Dr. Sylvia Earle, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Katherine Martin, 
Sister Helen Prejean, Lucie Arnaz, Sue Kirby, Ann Curry, Diana Jordan, 
Helen Thomas, Janet Reno, Susan Faludi, Lalita Tademy, Sherron Watkins, Honorable 
Ann Richards, Sarah Weddington, Nadine Strossen, Linda Ellerbee, Erin Brockovich, Mavis Leno, 
Susan Orlean, Catherine Crier, Anna Deavere Smith, Arianna Huffington, Michele Norris, Marlee 
Matlin, Irshad Manji, Valerie Plame Wilson, Nancy Giles, Lisa Ling, Naomi Wolf, Lee Woodruff, 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault, Amy Dickinson, Elizabeth Edwards, Rachael Scdoris, Dee Dee Myers, 
Kerry Kennedy, Tina Brown, Elizabeth Alexander, Lisa Shannon, Isabella Rossellini, Rebecca 
Skloot, Laura Ling, Susan Orlean, Jane Pauley, Cokie Roberts, Elaine Sciolino, Dr. Louise Leakey, 
Amy Tan, Eve Ensler, Elizabeth Gilbert, Delia Ephron, Asenath Andrews, Anne Lamott, Piper 
Kerman, Temple Grandin, Angélique Kidjo, Amy Purdy, Azar Nafisi, Annie Griffiths, Yeonmi Park, 
Mariel Hemingway, Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, Marin Alsop, Jeannette Walls, Lara Logan, Sue 
Monk Kidd, Ruth Wariner, Alexandra Fuller, Sen. Barbara Boxer, Jenna Bush Hager, Ruth Reichl, 
Isabel Wilkerson, Jodi Picoult, Elizabeth Gilbert, Roz Chast
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